
What Should We Look for in a Preacher 

Introduction 

Command of the scriptures 

Willingness to preach against all odds 

Setting an example 

Command of the Scriptures 

Timothy 

2 Tim 3:14-17 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you 
know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

Apollos  

Acts 18:24-28 

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the 
baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard 
him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.  

27 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples 
there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For 
he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ.  

Philip 

Acts 8:30-35 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. "Do you 
understand what you are reading?" Philip asked.  

31 "How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit 
with him.  

32 The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture: 

 "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

  and as a lamb before the shearer is silent, 

  so he did not open his mouth.  

 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 

 Who can speak of his descendants? 
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 For his life was taken from the earth."  

34 The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone 
else?" 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus.  

Willingness to Preach against All Odds 

Stephen 

Acts 7:51-60 

51 "You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are just like your fathers: You 
always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even 
killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and 
murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have 
not obeyed it."  

54 When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of 
the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. 56 "Look," he said, "I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God."  

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at 
the feet of a young man named Saul.  

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he fell on 
his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he fell 
asleep.  

Those Who Heard Stephen 

Acts 8:2-5 

 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off men and women 
and put them in prison.  

4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.  

Paul 

Rom 1:9-10 

9 God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how 
constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God's will the 
way may be opened for me to come to you.  

Rom 1:14-17 

14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 That is why I 
am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome.  

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 
believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  
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Setting an Example 

To Titus 

Titus 2:6-8 

7 In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, 
seriousness 8 and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you 
may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.  

To Timothy 

1 Tim 4:11-14 

11 Command and teach these things. 12 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 13 Until I come, 
devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 1 

Jesus 

John 13:15-17 

15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the truth, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.  

Acts 1:1-3 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the 
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he 
had chosen.  

Conclusion 

2 Tim 4:1-5 

I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 
and encourage — with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men 
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them 
a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears 
away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure 
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.  
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