What Can We Do to Help Those Who Are Weak (Gal 6:1-2)

Introduction
Gal 6:1-2

6 Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch
yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill
the law of Christ.

Matt 13:1-9

3 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he
told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky
places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good
soil, where it produced a crop — a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 He who has ears,
let him hear."

Matt 13:18-23
18 "Listen then to what the parable of the sower means:

19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one
comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path.

20 The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at
once receives it with joy. 21 But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or
persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.

22 The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.

23 But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and
understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."

Restoring Is Difficult
Heb 6:4-6

4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who
have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers
of the coming age, 6 if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss they are
crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.

Heb 10:26-31

26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice
for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the
enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of
two or three witnesses. 29 How much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished
who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the
covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who



said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his people." 31 It is a
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

2 Peter 2:17-22

17 These men are springs without water and mists driven by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved
for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boastful words and, by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful
human nature, they entice people who are just escaping from those who live in error. 19 They
promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity — for a man is a slave to
whatever has mastered him. 20 If they have escaped the corruption of the world by knowing our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse off at the
end than they were at the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command
that was passed on to them. 22 Of them the proverbs are true: "A dog returns to its vomit," and, "A
sow that is washed goes back to her wallowing in the mud."

Upon Whom Do We Focus
Acts 18:24-26

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the
baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard
him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately.

1 Cor 5:9-11

9 I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all
meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that
case you would have to leave this world. 11 But now I am writing you that you must not associate
with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a
slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.

Rev 3:14-20
14 "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 15 I know
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because
you are lukewarm — neither hot nor cold — I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, '1
am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are
wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so
you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and
salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.

Pray for Them
1 Peter 1:6-7

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all
kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that your faith — of greater worth than gold, which perishes
even though refined by fire — may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealed.

1 John 5:16-17

16 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray and God will
give him life. I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am
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not saying that he should pray about that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not
lead to death.

John 17:20-21

20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.

Teach and Admonish Them
Heb 10:25-28

25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another — and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice
for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the
enemies of God.

Col 3:16

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all
wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.

Acts 14:21-23

21 They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they
returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to
remain true to the faith. "We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God," they
said.

Conclusion: Approach the Fallen with Care
Matt 13:24-30

24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in
his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.

27 "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where
then did the weeds come from?'

28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied.
"The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?'

29 "No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with
them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect
the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn."

Matt 13:37-43

37 He answered, "The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world,
and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and
the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are
angels.

40 "As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son
of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin
and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He
who has ears, let him hear.
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