Roman Campaigns: Maps and Notes Accompanying Matt 24
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Titus' 70 A.D. campaign - main army
Titus' 70 campaign - supporting armies

(from The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands. Copyright © 1985 by the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago.)
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Siege of Jerusalem (70) The destruction date according to the Hebrew calendar was the 9th of Av, also known
as Tisha B'Av (29 or 30 July 70). Wikipedia Public Domain
Josephus claims that 1,100,000 people were killed during the siege, of which a majority were Jewish, and that 97,000
were captured and enslaved. . .
Now as soon as the army had no more people to slay or to plunder, because there remained none to be the objects of
their fury (for they would not have spared any, had there remained any other work to be done), [Titus] Caesar gave
orders that they should now demolish the entire city and Temple, but should leave as many of the towers standing
as they were of the greatest eminence . . . and so much of the wall enclosed the city on the west side. This wall was
spared, in order to afford a camp for such as were to lie in garrison [in the Upper City], . . . but for all the rest of the
wall [surrounding Jerusalem], it was so thoroughly laid even with the ground by those that dug it up to the
foundation, that there was left nothing to make those that came thither believe it [Jerusalem] had ever been
inhabited. This was the end which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those that were for innovations; a city
otherwise of great magnificence, and of mighty fame among all mankind. And truly, the very view itself was a
melancholy thing; for those places which were adorned with trees and pleasant gardens, were now become desolate
country every way, and its trees were all cut down. Nor could any foreigner that had formerly seen Judaea and the
most beautiful suburbs of the city, and now saw it as a desert, but lament and mourn sadly at so great a change. For
the war had laid all signs of beauty quite waste.
*Flavius Josephus. The Wars of the Jews or History of the Destruction of Jerusalem. Containing The Interval Of About
Three Years. From The Taking Of Jerusalem By Titus To The Sedition At Cyrene. Book VII. Chapter 1.1
"The slaughter within was even more dreadful than the spectacle from without. Men and women, old and young,
insurgents and priests, those who fought and those who entreated mercy, were hewn down in indiscriminate
carnage. The number of the slain exceeded that of the slayers. The legionaries had to clamber over heaps of dead to
carry on the work of extermination."
*Milman, The History of the Jews, book 16
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