Ring out the Lord’s Message

Introduction
Read 1 Thess 1:6-8

Song #833
1 Thess 2:13-15

13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which
is at work in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea,
which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches
suffered from the Jews, 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out.

1 Thess 1:6-8

6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the
message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in
Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia
— your faith in God has become known everywhere.

The Churches in Judea Devoted Themselves to the Apostles’ Teaching and NT
Worship

Acts 2:42-43

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and to prayer.

The Churches in Judea Were Benevolent
Acts 4:32-35

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 34 There were no needy
persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought
the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he
had need.

Acts 6:1-4

6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose
seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."



The Churches in Judea Were Disciplined
Acts 5:1-11

5 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With
his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it
at the apostles' feet.

3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't it
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What
made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God."

5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had
happened. 6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and
buried him.

7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, "Tell
me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?"

"Yes," she said, "that is the price."

9 Peter said to her, "How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of the men
who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also."

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding her
dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church and
all who heard about these events.

The Churches of Judea withstood Persecution

Acts 8:1-3

8 And Saul was there, giving approval to his death.

On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly men buried Stephen and mourned
deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off
men and women and put them in prison.

The Churches of Judea Preached the Word Wherever They Went
Acts 8:4-8

4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a
city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the
miraculous signs he did, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 With shrieks, evil spirits
came out of many, and many paralytics and cripples were healed.

Conclusion

Churches today may imitate the churches of Judea
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