There Is But One Church, the Body of Christ: Eph 5:21-32
Matt 16:16-18
16 Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."

17 Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but
by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church,
and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

From the Beginning, Christ and the Apostles Called for Unity in One Church
Acts 2:41

41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day.

Acts 2:47

47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those
who were being saved.

Eph 1:22-23

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

John 17:20-23

20 "My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also
be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that
you gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 23 I in them and you in me. May they be brought
to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.

Denominationalism Is Specifically Condemned

1 Cor 1:10-15

10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one
another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind
and thought. 11 My brothers, some from Chloe's household have informed me that there are
quarrels among you. 12 What I mean is this: One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow
Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ."

13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the name of Paul? 14 I am
thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so no one can say that you
were baptized into my name.

Different Teachings Are Specifically Condemned

Gal 1:6-9

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ
and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are
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throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an
angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be
eternally condemned! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you
a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!

Division Is an Act of the Sinful Nature
Gal 5:19-21

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20
idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions
21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like
this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

One Church, One Body, One Bride
Eph 5:21
21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as
Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to
Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.

25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to
himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
28 In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. 29 After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as
Christ does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 "For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." 32 This is a
profound mystery — but I am talking about Christ and the church.

2 Cor11:2-4

2 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I
might present you as a pure virgin to him. 3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the
serpent's cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to
Christ.

Rev 19:6-8

6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud
peals of thunder, shouting:

"Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear."

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)
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Rev 21:1-3

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.

Rev 21:9-11

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to
me, "Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit
to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven
from God.

Conclusion
Rev 22:17

17 The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let
him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.
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