
 

The Laborer Is Worthy of His Wages 

Introduction 

Rom 10:14-15 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 
And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those 
who bring good news!"  

A Preacher’s Wages Are Not a Gift 

Rom 4:4 

4 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. 

Luke 10:1-7 

10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 
every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 
Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do 
not greet anyone on the road.  

5 "When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' 6 If a man of peace is there, your peace 
will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they 
give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.  

1 Tim 5:17-18 

17 The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those 
whose work is preaching and teaching. 18 For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox while it is 
treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his wages." 

James 5:1-5 

5 Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is coming upon you. 2 Your 
wealth has rotted, and moths have eaten your clothes. 3 Your gold and silver are corroded. Their 
corrosion will testify against you and eat your flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last 
days. 4 Look! The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your fields are crying out 
against you. The cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty. 5 You have 
lived on earth in luxury and self-indulgence. You have fattened yourselves in the day of slaughter. 

Footnotes for James 5:5:   a  Or yourselves as in a day of feasting 

New Testament Congregations Committed to Preachers 

Phil 4:14-17 

14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the 
early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church 
shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in 
Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need.  
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2 Cor 11:7-9 

7 Was it a sin for me to lower myself in order to elevate you by preaching the gospel of God to you 
free of charge? 8 I robbed other churches by receiving support from them so as to serve you. 9 

Conclusion:  How Much Should a Preacher Make 

Does the church provides a house? 

Median SC household income, 2007-2011:   44,587 

Should the average of the congregation would be an indicator? 

Does the contribution  indicate what is affordable.?  

Does the relative age of the preacher and previous experience make a difference? 

Does the preacher have other income? 
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