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Pervasive
Acts 14:23-24:  3 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for 

them in each church and, with prayer and fasting, 
committed them to the Lord, in whom they had put their 
trust. 

Titus 1:5-6:  5 The reason I left you in Crete was that you 
might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint 
elders in every town, as I directed you. 

Rom 16:16:  16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the 
churches of Christ send greetings. 

1 Cor 16:1-2:  16 Now about the collection for God's people: 
Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. 
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All Sufficient
2 Cor 3:5-6:  5 not that we are sufficient of ourselves, to 

account anything as from ourselves; but our sufficiency is 
from God; 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of a 
new covenant; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the 
letter kills, but the spirit gives life.  ASV

2 Tim 3:15-17:  15 and how from infancy you have known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man 
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
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the will of God.  NASU
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1 Peter 5:2-3:  2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under 

your care, serving as overseers — not because you must, 
but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not 
greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over 
those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 

Acts 20:28-29:  28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the 
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his 
own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will 
come in among you and will not spare the flock. 
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Singing
Col 3:16:  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 
God. 

Eph 5:19-20:  19 Speak to one another with psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music 
in your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks 
to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Prayer

Acts 2:42:  42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
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The Lord’s Supper

1 Cor 11:23-26:  23 For I received from the Lord 
what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 
the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24 and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
"This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me."  25 In the same way, after 
supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me."  26 For whenever 
you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he comes. 



The New Testament Church OrganizationThe New Testament Church Organization
Any organization that is larger than the local congregation, but

 

smaller than the 
church in its universal sense is not in the Bible: denomination,

 

synod,          
convention, council, diocese, etc.  Matt 16:18; Rom 16:16

The Local Church  Is:
•Pervasive: Acts 14:23; Tit.1:5;

Rom. 16:16; I Cor. 16:1
• All Sufficient: II Cor. 3:5-6; 

II  Tim. 3:15-16
• Overseen by the Will of God:

I  Pet. 5:2
• Autonomous: I Pet. 5:2; 

Acts 20:28-29 
• Organized  According to the

Bible: Eph. 4:11;  Phil. 1:1

The Local Church Has:
•NT Organization: Phil. 1:1
• NT Worship

-Singing: Col. 3:16; Eph.5:19
-Praying: Acts 2:42
-Lord’s Supper: I Cor.11:23-26
-Teaching & Preaching:

Acts 20:7

Marks That Matter
A Mark That Matters

No

 

Denominations, Preachers As 
Pastor, Raffles or Pie Suppers,
Legislative Conventions, Special
Event Baptisms or Special Event 
Lord's Suppers

 

are in the Bible.



Teaching and Preaching

Acts 20:7:  7 On the first day of the week we 
came together to break bread. Paul spoke to 
the people and, because he intended to leave 
the next day, kept on talking until midnight.
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Giving

1 Cor 16:1-3:  16 Now about the collection for 
God's people: Do what I told the Galatian 
churches to do. 2 On the first day of every 
week, each one of you should set aside a 
sum of money in keeping with his income, 
saving it up, so that when I come no 
collections will have to be made. 
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Preaching

Eph 3:10-11:  10 His intent was that now, 
through the church, the manifold wisdom of 
God should be made known to the rulers 
and authorities in the heavenly realms, 



Preaching
Eph 3:10-11:  10 His intent was that now, through 

the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms, 

1 Tim 3:15:  15 if I am delayed, you will know how 
people ought to conduct themselves in God's 
household, which is the church of the living God, 
the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
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Teaching and Edifying

Eph 4:11-13:  11 It was he who gave some to 
be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and 
teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up 13 until we all reach unity 
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
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6:1;11:27-30  

Marks That Matter
A Mark That Matters

No

 

Denominations, Preachers As 
Pastor, Raffles or Pie Suppers,
Legislative Conventions, Special
Event Baptisms or Special Event 
Lord's Suppers

 

are in the Bible.



Benevolence 
Acts 2:44-45:  44 All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they 
gave to anyone as he had need. 
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Acts 6:1: In those days when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the 
Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 
daily distribution of food. 



Benevolence 
Acts 2:44-45:  44 All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, 
they gave to anyone as he had need. 

Acts 6:1: In those days when the number of disciples was 
increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the 
Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the 
daily distribution of food. 

Acts 11:27-30:   During this time some prophets came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up 
and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would 
spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the 
reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, each according to his 
ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. 
30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and 
Saul. 



The New Testament Church OrganizationThe New Testament Church Organization
Any organization that is larger than the local congregation, but

 

smaller than the 
church in its universal sense is not in the Bible: denomination,

 

synod,          
convention, council, diocese, etc.  Matt 16:18; Rom 16:16

The Local Church  Is:The Local Church  Is:
•Pervasive: Acts 14:23; Tit.1:5;

Rom. 16:16; I Cor. 16:1
• All Sufficient: II Cor. 3:5-6; 

II  Tim. 3:15-16
• Overseen by the Will of God:

I  Pet. 5:2
• Autonomous: I Pet. 5:2; 

Acts 20:28-29 
• Organized  According to the

Bible: Eph. 4:11;  Phil. 1:1

The Local Church Has:The Local Church Has:
•NT Organization: Phil. 1:1
• NT Worship

-Singing: Col. 3:16; Eph.5:19
-Praying: Acts 2:42
-Lord’s Supper: I Cor.11:23-26
-Teaching & Preaching:

Acts 20:7
-Giving: I Cor. 16:1-2

• NT Work
-Preaching: Eph. 3:10; 

I Tim.3:15
-Teaching and Edifying:

Eph.4:12 
-Benevolence: Acts 2:44-45; 

6:1;11:27-30  

Marks That Matter
A Mark That MattersA Mark That Matters

No

 

Denominations, Preachers As 
Pastor, Raffles or Pie Suppers,
Legislative Conventions, Special
Event Baptisms or Special Event 
Lord's Suppers

 

are in the Bible.



The New Testament Church The New Testament Church 
OrganizationOrganization

A Mark That MattersA Mark That Matters

Marks That Matter Marks That Matter is taken from a tract of the same name by Jim Cope
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